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Maintenance / Small Projects
• When is DSA required.

• When is DSA not required.

• DSA Certification.

• When to consult an Architect.



Department of the State Architect (DSA)

• Field Act 1933 (CA) – after 1933 Long Beach earthquake.
o Legislates:
 Schools to be designed by architects & engineers.
 Schools approved by DSA.
 Banned unreinforced masonry buildings.
 Schools must withstand a minimum level of lateral forces.



DSA-Required

• Accessibility
• Fire Life Safety
• Structural



DSA-Not Required?

• Interpretive Regulations (IRs)
o Uniform criteria for achieving code compliance.
o For plan review/approval and monitoring construction.
o Updated regularly.
o Numbered for reference.



DSA-Not Required?

• Interpretive Regulations-IR A-10
o “Alteration & Reconstruction Projects-DSA Approval Exemption”
o Construction cost threshold.
o Voluntary to submit for review.
o Must still comply with all California Codes of Regulations.







DSA-Not Required?

• Interpretive Regulations-IR A-22
o “Construction Projects & Items Exempt from DSA Review”
o Structural & FLS
o Accessibility















DSA-Not Required?

• Procedure: Exempt Concurrence PR 14-02
o Obtain written concurrence of exempt project.
o Exemption from Accessibility, Fire Life Safety, Structural .
o Not mandatory, Good check and written record.
o DSA Form (DSA 7) + fee.
o Over the counter review; Exempt or Not Exempt.





















When to consult an Architect? Maintenance / Small projects

• When DSA approval is Required
• Any instance when the proposed project does not require DSA, but:

o Affects local codes:
 Fire Dept access
 Encroachment into an existing city/county easement



When to consult an Architect?

• Roofing / Reroofing; flashing (water intrusion prevention)
• Window replacement, caulking / flashing (water intrusion 

prevention)
• Flag poles / light poles / fencing less than 35 feet tall
• Lighting upgrades (appropriate for energy and aesthetics)



When to consult an Architect?

• Assist with specifications for competitive bidding. 
o To assure language is per public contract code.
o To assure district gets what they want.





When to consult an Architect?

• When in doubt, consult an Architect
o Always want to be code compliant with CBC even if DSA 

approval is not required
o Many gray issues, can be clarified by an Architect



Questions?

Thank You
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Project Planning 

 Identifying The Project
 FIT
 Request from site
 Facility condition spreadsheet

 Timeline
 During/after hours
 Days/months
 Seasons (Summer/Spring)



Project Planning

 Where

 School site

 Administrative office

 Understanding 

 Project

 End result



Project Planning

 Identifying Funding Source/Budget

 School/Special

 Maintenance

 Routine Restricted 

 Other Sources



CUPCCAA

 Up to $45,000 

 No advertisement

 Contract with a vendor 

 $45,000 to $175,000

 Informal bids

 $175,000 and Beyond

 Formal bids



Project Planning

 Who Is Doing The Work

 Local resources

 Contractor

 Specifications

 Local Resources

 Staffing expertise

 Scheduling



Project Planning

 Creating Timeline
 MS Projects
 Spreadsheet

 Contractor
 DIR registration?
 Trades
 Contracts

 Standard Service Agreements



Emergency Projects

 Reactive Projects

 Unexpected breakdowns

 Budget not in place for work

 System life 

 Project planning does not exist

 Personnel issues

 Housing



Maintaining Records

 Deferred Maintenance Plan
 Maintenance Survey

Rating system 1 through 5
Location 
System

 Maintenance Spreadsheet
Site 
Room number
Room section



Maintenance Records

 Maintenance Spreadsheet
 Each system has a tab
 Manufacturer
 Model number
 Serial number

 Update 
 Spreadsheet
 As-builts



Communications

 Effective Communication

 Starts 

 Ends



Roundtable



DSA Update
Dan Levernier



CDE Update
John Gordon



C.A.S.H. Update and Q&A
Jeff Becker
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